The Future of Solar Development in Ohio

Stark County Governmental Law Seminar
March 2, 2024

Matt Butler, Public Information Officer
Julie Graham-Price, Community Liaison
Ohio Power Siting Board
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Today’s presentation

* Learn about the OPSB: who we are and areas of jurisdiction.
* Review the wind and solar siting process.

* Review Senate Bill 52 and status of implementation.

* Discuss solar siting trends.

* Answer your questions.
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Who is the Ohio Power Siting Board?

* Independent state government body
that reviews plans for the construction
of major utility facilities.

* Issues a permit, known as a
“certificate,” before a developer can
construct a solar energy facility in Ohio
capable of generating 50 MW or more.
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OPSB Board
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Solar facilities in Ohio
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e L Project Status
Certcated Projects Total:  (7,208.8 M) (13,922 Acres)
Bl Operationsl (724 M) (6,352 Acres)

B Under Construction

O Preconstructon
Non-Certiicated Projects Tolal:

@ Pending

O Pre-Agplication

(3,123.6 MIN) (33,244 Acres)
(23,3812 MW) (34,328 Acres)
(2.048.2 MW) (25,138 Acres)
(2.395.0 MW) (21,554 Acres)
1552.2 M) (3,585 Acres)

Project locations are provided by applicants. Case and construction status is determined by the case filings. The nameplate capacity shown in the
legend is the maximum capacity in megawatts (M) that could be built based on the number of approved photovoltaic panels and the highest nameplate
capacity of the approved panel models. The estimated project size is shown in acres. Pre-Application project locations, capacity, and acreage may be
approximated. MW and acreage totals in the legend represent the entire State of Chio. ap

v companent reprasent any porion of batery storage Mee produced on 1111672023
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[ Operational Solar T Approved Solar

| operational mw: | 724 | Approved mw: | 6,484.8 Potential MW. 2,948.2 |

Solar Facilities (50 MW or greater)

Case Number Related Cases Project Name o Date County 7]
T7-0773-EL-BGN HA Hardin I~ 521 Hardin 50

O == A Hillerest 111821 Brown 200
181267 ELBGA
20-1288-EL-BGN A New Market aB022 Highland 100
20-0972 ELBGN A Vellowbud 62223 Pickavay. Ross 274
“Project application contains a battery storage component TOTALS: T24
Approved Solar Facilities (50 MW or greater]

Case Number Related Cases Project Name “Approval Date County 7]
7-0774-ELBGN HA inton® 072018 Vinion 125
1B-1024-EL BGN 81718

777777777777 - Willowbrook® [ “Fasmi | Brown, Highland 150
- IR
61334 ELBGN Fiighiand® 618 Highiana 300
|olmEenELEa Hardin 1" —-—-%;%g —— Hardin 170
18-1545-EL-BGN Nestiswood" a0 Clermant a0
L5 o= R Big Plain’ SRR 11 - - Madison 106
w1723
18-18B0 ELBGN ‘Atilanta Farms 12122020 Fickaway 189.6
ST AR OSSR SRS R
20-0976-ELBGN WA Arche” (A Fuitan 07
18-1576-EL-BGN T “Alamo /24721 Prabls 69.0
18-1578-EL-BGN A Angeiina 82421 Prebls 20
20-1084-EL-BGN Pawell Creek' 71521 Putnam 150
= Y S R SO - R ——— =
20-1520-EL-2GN A 9621 Erie 125
20-1612-EL-HGN HA Wiark Center a8zt Defiance 110
20-1678-ELBGN A Hardin 1l a/16121 Hardin 00
20-1362.ELBGN WA Clearview’ 02121 Champaign a4
20-1360-EL-BGN T 5 County’ 02121 Rass 120
20-1677-EL-BGN A Cadence TR Union. 275
20-1760-EL-BGN A Juliet ] Wood 01
20-1762-EL-BGN A Sycamore Creek TR Crawford 7
21-0036-EL-2GN A Marion County” TRt Wiarien 100
20175 ELaa Union Ridge [—-—-2202 Licking 107.7
220471 EL BGA /1523
20-1405-EL 8GN A AEUG Union' aTI22 Union 25
21-0004-EL-BGN A Tymochies Tz Wyandat 120
21-0270-ELBGN A Nottingham 818122 Harrison 100
21.0623 ELBGN WA Wil Grains B8 Van Weart 150
20-1814-EL-BGN A Dodson Cresk (e Highiand 7
20-1678-EL.BGN A Pleasant Prairie 072022 Frankin 250
[ 21owsetLBon Ty Farvey /20122 Ticking 350
S0004-ELBGN T3 i 2T Frankin, Madisan 155
[ 21o2r7-ELBon £y Border Basin 216722 Hancock 120
[_2i0eemELBGN NA South Branch /1623 Hancock 120.6
“0041-EL-BGN ) Palomina ar20r23 Fighand 200
TETELBGN 3 Biossom 1823 Miorrow, Marion Taq
[_20-16e0-ELBGN Ty Yellow Wood 61523 Clinton 300
0768 ELBGN N Dixon Run /21123 Jackson 140
“Under Construction Froject application Coniains a battery storage componert. TOTALS: 64848

[ CaseNumber |  ProjectMame | SBS2Applicability |  FilingDate |  County |  mw |
[_21-1000-EL8GN |  Crclevile | AdHocmembersrequies] 123021 |  Pickewsy | 70 |

[ 22-0548-EL-8GN | OskRun® [ AdHocmembersrequied] 8222 | Madson | 600 |
[ 23-073EL-8GN__ |  Mink [ AdHocmembersrequied] 1011823 | Defiance Pauldng | 140 |
[ _230030-EL8GN |  Richwood" | AdHocmembersrequres|  preapplicstion | Union | 350 |

“Project application contain a batte: g 2,048.2
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OPSB siting process

Ohio Power Siting Board Standard Process

Preapplication

Applicant sends
notices to impacted
landowners and holds
a public informational
meeting.

90 days prior to
application 1

Application and
completeness

Applicant submits
official application to
OPSB. OPSB staff
reviews for
completeness.

 —
| 60 day completeness 2
W review

Investigation

OPSB staff
investigates the
application and

publicly files a staff
report with
recommendations.

60 - 90 days for
investigation 3

Hearings

A local public hearing
is held, followed by
the adjudicatory
hearing.

Varies, but usually 4
within 90 days

ower Siting
oard

Decision

The Board votes on
the application at one
of its monthly
meetings.

Decision rendered
as Board deems 5
appropriate

Power Siting
Board

Ohio

Appeals

The decision of the
Board can then be
appealed at the Ohio
Supreme Court.

~ Within 60 days of
Board decision




OPSB process

Pre- Application &
Application Completeness
 Optional conference between OPSB - Staff conducts a preliminary review.
and developers to discuss project. Ensures application contains info

needed for the investigation.

« Pre-application letter & public notice. R -
« Application incomplete? Project is put

« Developer hosts public information B
meeting, like an open house. 82&%%2?@ application goes backto
« OPSB shares info about siting process Applicati ? i
b ¢ « Application complete? OPSB issues
and how to participate. Letter of Completeness.
» Local officials are welcome to attend - Commissioners and trustees have
the information meeting. 30 days to choose ad hoc board rep.
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OPSB process

Investigation

File a Public Comment

Case Record x.t670.6.80n

For:
Case Title: In the Matter of the Application of Pleasant Prairie Solar Energy, LLC for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and
Public Need to Construct a
Status: OPEN-OPEN
Industry Code: EL-ELECTRIC
Purpose Code: BGN-Application for a certificate/ generating station
M Date Opened: 11/12/2020 1:00:28 PM
« Staff conducts thorough analysis o
Date Closed:

the application and site visits.

Printable Docket Card Service List

« Coordinate with other state and 2 s M

federal agencies such as Ohio EPA, =
O D O T, O D N R , U S FWS , a n d O H P O . 07/16/12021 zgp:;aw:guspopgrn ﬂgehhm for Leave to Intervene by No Prairie Solar, LLC electronically filed by Mrs. Kimberly W. Bojko on behalf of 18

07/16/2021 | Proof of Pub and Service of Procedural Schedule and Accepted, Complete Application electronically filed by Christine M.T. Pirik on 4
behalf of Pleasant Prairie Solar Energy LLC

. . . L) [ 07/12/2021  Memorandum Contra Petition to Intervene of No Prairie Solar, LLC electronically filed by Christine M.T. Pirik on behalf of Pleasant 1
« Provide findings, including a oo o
’ 07/06/2021 Third Supplemental Response fo Third Data Request and Supplemental Response to Fifth Data Request from Staff of the Ohio Power 14

Siting Board electronically filed by Christine M.T. Pirik on behalf of Pleasant Prairie Solar Energy, LLC.

summary of public comments and R S e
local government input, in a

06/28/2021 Administrative Law Judge Entry converting the local public hearing and evidentiary hearing to in-person and requiring applicant to

)
G o

~ o

publish notice of the same; granting the petitions and notices to intervene electronically filed by Ms. Mary E. Fischer on behalf of Jay

recommendation to the Board. e

06/25/2021 Petition for Leave to Intervene of No Prairie Solar, LLC electronically filed by Mrs. Kimberly W. Bojko on behalf of No Prairie Solar, LLC

06/22/2021 Motion to Intervene of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation electronically filed by Amy M. Milam on behalf of Ohio Farm Bureau
Federation.

« Known as the staff report.
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OPSB process

Hearings

Two formal hearings:

1. Public Hearing - held in the local
community. Public offers sworn testimony
entered into the public record. Local
officials are encouraged to attend.

2. Evidentiary hearing - the applicant, staff,
and intervening parties provide testimony
and ask questions.

Wilmington News Journal

Intervention allows local government and
the public to participate and appeal
Board decisions.
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OPSB process

Decision

For any project,
the Board can
approve, deny,
or approve with

conditions.
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Board decision

The OPSB must find and determine eight criteria:

For electric transmission and gas pipelines, the basis of need

Nature of the probable environmental impact

Minimum adverse environmental impact

Consistent with regional plans for expansion of the electric power grid

Compliance with air and water pollution laws, solid waste disposal laws,
and air navigation rules and standards

The facility must satisfy the public interest, convenience, and necessity
Impact on the continued agricultural viability of land

Al e A

Incorporates maximum feasible water conservation practices
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OPSB process

Appeals

« Following the Board decision, any
intervening party can appeal and
ask for a rehearing.

« After exhausting the rehearing
process, any intervening party
can appeal directly to the Ohio
Supreme Court.
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Construction and operation

If approved, the OPSB issues a certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance for the life
of the facility.

The OPSB assures that each approved
facility:

« benefits Ohio’s citizens.

« promotes the state’s economic
interests.

« protects the environment & land use.

Public and local government
participation are welcomed during
the process.
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New compliance section

The OPSB recently established a new compliance section focused on
oversight during the construction and operation of each facility.

o mﬁ&w&w
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Senate Bill 52

Provides new opportunities

for local officials in the siting

of solar and wind projectsin
their community.

Effective Oct. 11,2021
(but still in transition)
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Senate Bill 52: Main components

i Increased communication -
i Restricted area designations -
N

Decommissioning plans and
bonding requirements J

[ Ad hoc board representatives J




County Commissioner options

Designate “restricted areas” h

where solar and wind facilities
cannot locate.

Prohibit construction or limit
scope of a specific project
outside restricted area.

Let project proceed to OPSB
without action.
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Decommissioning plans

Developers submit
decommissioning plans

and performance bonds
before construction begins
for removal of a facility at the
end of its lifetime.

Bond amounts are reviewed
every five years.

(Bﬁiﬂ'l gowedrSiting
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Local involvement

TWo Does projgct cover
representatives: Each _ multiple
one county county/township jurisdictions?
commissioner & determines how Still only one
one township to select their township &
trustee, or their representative. one county
designees. representative.

?3/!‘50,' gow%rSiting
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Who can’t serve

Prohibited from serving as an ad hoc board member if you or an immediate family member
have a lease agreement or have granted an easement to the developer of a utility facility.

Conflict of interest?
Cannot serve as an ad hoc member.
New member must be appointed.

Confidentiality

May not disclose or use classified
information acquired during your
duties as an ad hoc board member.

55\ ¥

MENEEENWON OT TODAY
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Senate Bill 52;: Transition

SB 52 allowed certain pending solar projects to be grandfathered.

Grandfathered projects
have received:

1. OPSB Letter of Completeness
by Oct. 11, 2021

2. System impact study from
PJM, and

3. Paid PJM fees

(6 ml gow%r Siting
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Role of PJM application and fees

‘ PJM coordinates the movement of

'1 = wholesale electricity in all or part of
gt ' 13 states, including Ohio, and
' Washington, DC.

Every energy generation project that
wants to tie into the power grid must

Legend
o first undergo a series of studies as
L 500k part of PJM’s interconnection process
B zas kv .
and pay the required fees.

/T
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Progress so far

County Ad Hoc Board

Referendum vote

Restrictions members

Estimated 31 e Onereferendum » 17 projects have
counties have vote board members
passed restrictions

in at least one « County restrictions * Aug. 2022: 1st Board
township. upheld vote with ad hoc

board members

@ml gowilr Siting
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Progress so far

.. New compliance Communication
Transition . .
section materials
All projects before Dedicated OPSB Multiple ways to
the Board are field staff focused communicate the
partially on oversight during impact of the new
grandfathered. construction and law and keep local
operatign. officials informed.
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Is my project grandfathered?

WHEN IS A SOLAR PROJECT
“GRANDFATHERED?”

Every energy project that wants to tie into the power grid must conduct a
series of studies as part of PJM’s interconnection process. This helps ensure
the project can plug into the electric grid safely and without disruption.

The legislature recognized that lengthy process by including a transition
period to Senate Bill 52 before it is fully implemented. The law allows solar

projects already in the pipeline to be “grandfathered” and not subject to the
law’s conditions.

Tier 1: Completely grandfathered projects
Exempt from all Senate Bill 52 (SB 52) provisions. Completely grandfathered
projects have received:

System impact study from PJM by Oct. 11, 2021,

Paid the PJM application fee by Oct. 11, 2021, and

OPSB Letter of Completeness by Oct. 11, 2021.

Tier 2: Partially grandfathered projects

Exempt from SB 52 except for the addition of ad hoc board members to
represent the local community. Partially grandfathered projects have
received:

System impact study from PJM by Oct. 11, 2021, and

Paid PJM fees by Oct. 11, 2021.

Have not received the OPSB Letter of Completeness by Oct. 11, 2021.

Tier 3: Full implementation of Senate Bill 52

Projects will first go to the county commissioners for approval before
heading to the OPSB. Will include ad hoc board members and may have
areas in the county restricted from solar development.

Projects that are completely subject to SB 52 have not:
Received system impact study from PJM by Oct. 11, 2021,
Paid PJM fees by Oct. 11, 2021, or
Received the OPSB Letter of Completeness by Oct. 11, 2021.




Senate Bill 52: Grandfather clause

[ o Solar I Approved Solar T Patential Solar (Pending and Pre.
| Operational Mw: | 724 | Approved Mw: | 6,484.8 | Potential Mw: | 2,048.2 |
Operational Solar Facilities {50 MW or greater)
Case Number Related Cases Project Name Operational Date County [
17-0773-EL-BGN NA Hardin I* 215121 Hardin 150
17lisELaan - Hillerest 111821 Brown 200
20-12688 ELBGN ‘e Market 330122 Highland 100
20-0872-EL-BGN “Fellowbud 6/22/23 Fickaway, Ross 274
“Froject application contains a battery storage component. TOTALS: T24
Approved Solar Facilities (50 MW or greater)
Case Number Related Cases Project Name Approval Date County MW
17-0774-EL-BGN A Vinton® /20118 Vinton 125
1B-1024-EL-BGN 9178
____________ 21-0005-EL BGA Willowbrook! | """ Tispi_ | Brown, Highland 150
|~ ZlaiisECEsA |~
. 1B-1334-EL-BGN NA Highland® 5/16M9 Highland 300
18-1360-ELBGN 51619 )
All projects currentl T T I
18-1545-ELBGN NA Nestiewnod" 16120 Brown, Clerment 80
L JeieeaELsen | Big Plain® | .. ameet Madison 108
L] 217122
ending before the OPS 3 —— g " T R B
19-186 |-ELBGN ) 1121 ’
------------ o - —-| MagisonFielst  f-—- et ——d Madison 180
20-0870-ELBGN NA Arche® 15121 Fulion 07
18 1578 EL 8GN A Alama 6/24/21 Preble 60.0
are exempt from SB 52 e e - e s
20-1084-ELBEN Powell Creek' 15121 Putnam 150
200831 EL BGN ) 01821 )
———————————— ST FoxSquirel  [—-—-2 128 —-— Madison 577
20-1520-ELBGN NA Whealsborough*" /16121 Erie 25
201612 ELBGN A Mark Center or6i21 Defiance 0
e X C e O r e a O C O a r 20-1678-EL-BGN NA Hardin III' O16/21 Hardin 300
20-1362. ELBGN NA Clearview' 02121 Champaign a4
201380 EL 8GN NA Ross County' 102121 Ross 120
. . 20-1677-ELBGN NA Cadence ERREE] Union 275
20-1760-ELBGN NA Juliet EEEEE] Wood 01
l I l e l I l b e r r O V I S I O n 201762 EL 8GN A ‘Eycamare Gragk, [IEF] Crawford T
L] 21-0036-EL-BGN NA Marion Courty* 1118121 Marion 100
20 ITTELEEN Union Ridge 20z Licking 107.7
220471 EL BGA /522
20-1405-ELBGN NA AEUG Union' 2A1T122 Union 325
21 0004 ELBGN NA Tymochtee T2 Wyandot 120
210270 ELBGN A Nottingham EIEF] Harrison 00
21-0823-EL-BGN NA Wild Grains B1822 Van Wert 150
20-1814-ELBGN NA Dodsan Crask /1522 Highland 7
201670 ELBGN NA Pleasant Prairie 1020022 Franklin 250
[ 2 -8GI LA Harvey 10720022 Lm 350
[ ETe] ) r‘ 216022 Frankiin, Madison 65
I T A Border Basin 2016123 Hancock 120
I 5l Ty South Eranch 216123 Hancock 1295
=] A Faloming /20123 Highiand 200
-8GI LA Blossom 5M18/23 Morrow,_Marion 144
[ =2 -8 LA Yellow Wood B/15/23 Clinton 300
| _=21-0768-EL-BG! Dixon Run /2123 Jackson 140
nder Construction. -Project applicabion contains a baitery storage component. TOTALS: 6,484.8
and ication Solar Facillties (50 MW or
Case Number SB 52 Applicability Filing Date County MW
30-1605-EL-BGN [ d 201221 Allen, Auglaize. 300
21-011 L-BGN randfatherai 4/16/21 Graene 175
210203 EL 8GN Grandlatered 30021 Defiance ]
210764 ELBGN Ad Hoe merbers raqUired 101021 lumbiana 135
210868 EL BGN “Ad o AN FTE] Pickanay’ 10
21-1000-ELBGN Ad Hoc members mquied |\ 1203021 Pickawa 70
21-1231-EL-BGN Ad Hoe members requined | anuz Lgn_n 280
22-0548-EL-BGN A Hag members e uml \ 812122 Madizon B00
22-08BB-EL-BGN Ad Hoe | aoms Marion 68
M 23-0045-EL-BGN Clear Mountain Ad Hae members raquired | re-application Clermont 152.2
230146 ELBGN Sciolo R'En’l “Ad Hoc n-nim-nsl.ildl ’ B/15/23 Hardin 130
[ Powe r s I t I n g 23-0713-EL-BEN Mink || Ad Hoc members mouied 1018723 Defiance, Paulding 140
é L ‘ r 230706 ELBGN Frasier _\ | AdHec nmmmgml ] sonoms Knox 20
23-09: L-BGN Richwood* \ Ad Hoe members required Ers-aEEllnatmn Union 250
~ Boa rd 230931 ELBGN Stark \| At Fiee members reuired] ication Stark 50
“Froject application contains a battery storage combgnent. b’ TOTALS: 2,048.2

g
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Senate Bill 52: Website resources

OPSB / Processes / Senate Bill 52 resources

Senate Bill 52 resources *

Information for public officiols navigating the solar ond wind siting process. ~

OPSB HOME
Click the button to navigate back to the homepage.

The recent passage of Senate Bill 52 (SB 52) provides new opportunities for county commissioners and township trustees to

participate in the siting of solar and wind projects in their communities. Share this f ,

This SB 52 resource page is intended to assist the public and local government officials in navigating the new requirements

and participate in the review and approval process.
For more information

Senate Bill 52
SB 52 Fact Sheet

The new law became effective on Oct. 11, 2021 and gives local elected officials the ability to influence new wind and solar How to participate in OPSE process

projects before they come to the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB). SB 52 provides additional local oversight:
Solar map and chart

« Aproject must complete two levels of review: the county and, if there is no objection from the county, the OPSB. o
Wind map and chart
« County commissioners can designate “restricted areas” where solar and wind facilities cannot locate. County

residents can vote on the restricted designation through a referendum. OFSE Siting Process Flow Chart

Developers are required to hold a public meeting overviewing the proposed facility in each county where it would be SB 52 bill analysis (Legislative Service
located. The applicant must notify all impacted boards of county commissioners and township trustees on the details Commission)

of the project. PUCO News Bureau: Where does the power

g0

Two local representatives are required to serve on the OPSB as ad hoc members: one county commissioner and one

township trustee, or their designees.

The taw strengthens current requirements for wind and solar developers to submit decommissioning plans and
M performance bonds to address removal of a facility at the end of its lifetime. It also grandfathered existing proposed

w Power Siting projects currently going through the OPSB approval process.
~- Board
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Final Thoughts

Local officials are on the front
lines of receiving public
comments and input.

Your opinions are very important
when considering new projects.

Thank you for your service!
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Contact Us

Website: OPSB.ohio.gov Matt Butler
Public Information Officer

matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov
Email: contactOPSB@puco.ohio.gov 614-644-7670

Julie Graham-Price

Mail: Ohio Power Siting Board Community Liaison
180 E. Broad Street juliana.graham-price@puco.ohio.gov
Columbus, Ohio 43215 614-981-2380
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